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cash crops like sugarcane, spices and paddy which were
exported from the Vijayanagara empire to foreign
countries during the period under review, were produced
on a surplus basis indicates the importance of irrigational
works.

IRRIGATION :

In medieval period, control over irrigation works and
primary producers was more important than mere ownership
of extensive land holdings, because land was available in
plenty. The human tendency is to possess that which is
comparitively dear or precious. Hence all classes and
individuals evinced keen interest in the construction and
maintenance of irrigation works. Very often, mere
construction of a tank attracted a settlement of people
around it as is proved by many inscriptions which record
the establishment of new villages after cutting down the
forest and construction of a tank46. Irrigation works, the object
of which was the artificial application of water to the land
for the purposes of agriculture as a means of supplementing
the natural rainfall have existed in Rayalaseema as in other
parts of India, from time immemorial. It is to be noted that
such irrigation works were unknown to Northern Europe
during this period47.

There are the rivers like Krishna, Tungabhadra,
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